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SUBJECT: REPRESENTATION AT MAY UN OVERVIEW MEETING 
REF: (A) STATE 86919 (NOTAL), (B) STATE 77068 

1 . SUMMARY: AUSTRALIAN DECISION ON LEVEL OF ATTENDANCE AT 

UN OVERVIEW MEETING IS CURRENTLY BOGGED DOWN IN BUREAUCRATIC 
HASSLE WITH WATCHDOG OVERSEAS VISITS COMMITTEE. END SUMMARY. 

2. WHEN EMBOFF ORIGINALLY CALLED R. D. STURKEY, ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY, ECONOMIC ORGANIZATIONS BRANCH, DFA, ABOUT LEVEL OF 
AUSTRALIAN REPRESENTATION AT UN OVERVIEW MEETING, HE SAID 
THAT DEPARTMENT HAD NOMINATED HIM TO ATTEND, BUT THAT 
OVERSEAS VISITS COMMITTEE (OVC) WHICH STRICTLY CONTROLS ALL 
REQUESTS FOR OVERSEAS TRAVEL HAD TURNED DOWN THE APPLICATION 
FOR TRAVEL ON GROUNDS THAT MEETING COULD BE ADEQUATELY 
COVERED BY AUSTRALIAN MISSION TO UN. 

3. STURKEY SAID THAT DFA HAD ALREADY DECIDED TO APPEAL AND 
THAT HINT THAT UNDER SECRETARY COOPER WAS CONSIDERING 
ATTENDING WOULD CONSIDERABLY STRENGTHEN CASE. HE ASSURED 
EMBOFF THAT DECISION OF OVC DID NOT REFLECT LACK OF AUSTRALIAN 
INTEREST IN OVERVIEW MEETING, BUT RATHER THE FACT THAT 
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TRAVEL FUNDS EXTREMELY TIGHT AND AD HOC REQUESTS HAD TO TAKE 
BACKSEAT TO LONG SCHEDULED MEETINGS. STURKEY PROMISED TO 
KEEP US INFORMED AS MATTER PROGRESSES. 

4. IF STURKEY UNABLE ATTEND, MEETING WILL BE COVERED BY 
AUSTRALIAN DEPUTY PERMANENT REP TO U.N. GREET. 
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